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OF  A 


PROPOSAL  SUBMITTED 


TO  THE 


UNITED  ASSOCIATE  SYNOD, 


AT  ITS  LAST  MEETING, 


RELATING  TO  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 


The  Committee  on  Missions  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Synod  the  following  proposal : — ‘  That  congregations  shall  be  allowed  to 
support  Missionaries  by  distinct  funds  under  the  superintendance  of  the 
Synod,  with  the  understanding  that  they  may  present  suggestions  re¬ 
garding  the  selection  of  agents,  and  spheres  of  operation,  and  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  maintain  direct  correspondence  with  the  agents, — these  sugges¬ 
tions  to  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Missions  for  their  considera¬ 
tion,  atid  in  the  regular  form  brought  before  the  Synod.’  After  deli¬ 
berate  discussion,  the  Synod  agreed  to  express  the  most  cordial  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  spirit  which  this  proposal  displays,  and  to  remit  said  pro¬ 
posal  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  that  they  may  correspond  and  co¬ 
operate  with  those  with  whom  it  originated,  and  may  present  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  plan  to  the  Synod  at  next  meeting.” — Extract  from 
Minutes  of  Synod. 

It  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  consider  with  some  care  the  character 
of  the  proposal,  in  which  the  Synod,  as  appears  from  its  minutes  cited 
above,  has,  so  far  at  least,  ^r^ially  acquiesced. 

For  historical  explanation,  it'im'aybe  sufficient  to  state,  that  some 
ministers  of  the  Secesj^ion  Church  associated  several  years  since  to  sup¬ 
port,  in  conjunction  with  their  congregations,  native  teachers  in  India,  on 
the  plan  recommended  by  the  venerable  Mr.  Brown  of  Inverkeithing, 
but  were  ultimately  led  to  the  conclusion,  that,  on  many  grounds,  it 
Would  be  much  better  if  it  were  practicable  to  send  abroad  regular  Euro¬ 
pean  missionaries,  and  then,  if  occasion  appeared,  and  funds  enabled, 
support  native  teachers  under  their  inspection*  The  importance  of 
this  latter  proposal  led  those  entertaining  it  to  think  of  acknowledging  the 
Synod  in  the  undertaking,  and  soliciting  its  sanction  and  superinten¬ 
dence.  The  constitution  of  the  plan  then,  is  the  production  of  circum¬ 
stances.  Ministers  and  congregations  formed  distinct  funds,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  at  first  acting  separately,  and  then  devolved  legislation  on  the 
Synod,  in  consequence  of  the  very  responsible  aspect  which  their 
cause  was  assuming.  It  is  no  objection  to  the  system  that  it  has  grown 
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oat  of  facts,  for,  in  the  history  of  good  government,  practice  has  as  often 
suggested  the  principle,  as  principle  the  practice. 

In  prosecuting  these  remarks  we  arc  naturally  led  to  inquire, 

First,  Into  the  desirableness  of  congregations  supporting  their  mis¬ 
sionaries  by  distinct  funds. 

Secondly,  Into  the  desirableness  of  the  Synod  taking  the  oversight 
of  these  missionaries  ;  and. 

Thirdly,  Into  the  practicability  of  uniting  in  harmonious  co-operation, 
congregational  support  with  Synodical  superintendence. 

We  have  first,  then,  to  inquire  into  the  desirableness  of  congregations 
supporting  their  missionaries  by  distinct  funds. 

Perhaps  the  example  of  the  primitive  churches  may  be  here  noticed 
without  straining  or  perversion.  From  any  information  transmitted  to 
us,  these  appear,  in  communicating  to  the  support  of  the  Apostles  and 
Evangelists,  to  have  acted  separately.  The  Philippians  sent  once  and 
again  unto  Paul’s  necessities,  when  no  church  communicated  with  him 
as  concerned  giving  and  receiving,  but  they  only ;  and  in  all  similar 
cases,  such  contributions  appear  to  have  been  tendered  with  like  dis¬ 
tinctiveness. 

The  manner  in  which  Paul  expressed  gratitude  for  such  gifts,  presents 
another  argument  for  this  mode  of  bestowing  them.  His  thanks  were  as 
specific  as  the  kindness  done  him.  The  donors  were  not  lost  to  his  eye 
in  the  general  Christian  community,  but  were  distinctly  before  him  ;  and 
the  reader  may  judge  how  far  his  thankfulness  was  hence  stimulated 
from  his  own  language  :  “  Now  ye  Philippians,  know  also  that  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Gospel,  when  I  departed  from  Macedonia,  no  church 
communicated  with  me,  as  concerning  giving  and  receiving,  but  ye  only  ; 
for  even  in  Thessalonica,  ye  sent  once  and  again  unto  my  necessity. 
I  have  all,  and  abound,  having  received  from  Epaphroditus  the  things 
which  were  sent  from  you,  an  odour  of  a  sweet  smell,  a  sacrifice  accept¬ 
able,  well  pleasing  to  God.”  And  does  not  experience  still  attest,  that 
the  communication  of  giving  and  receiving  is  essential  to  the  mutual  at¬ 
tachment  of  ministers  and  people  ?  If  any  pronounce  this  a  mercenary 
tie,  they  may  be  answered  in  the  words  of  the  Apostle,  “  Not  because  I 
desire  a  gift,  but  I  desire  fruit  that  may  abound  to  your  account.”  The 
respect  and  affection,  and  faithfulness,  which  such  offerings  bespeak,  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  invigorate  kindred  sympathies  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher,  and  prompt  such  exclamations  as  this,  “  I  rejoice  in  the 
Lord  greatly,  that  now  at  the  last  your  care  of  me  hath  flourished 
again  ;  wherein  ye  were  also  careful,  but  ye  lacked  opportunity.” 
But  if  we  merge  all  in  a  collective  treasury,  by  which  the  diversi¬ 
fied  shades  of  fading  and  flourishing  interest  in  this  and  that  portion  of 
the  Church  are  obliterated,  and  cast  a  minister  on  the  maintenance,  he 
knows  not  of  whom,  or  of  how  many,  or  of  what  munificence  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  means,  it  is  then  impossible  that  a  particular  and  grateful 
satisfaction  can  advantageously  rest  on  such  vague  generalities. 

It  will  be  admitted  by  most  of  our  readers,  that  these  remarks  hold 
true  in  regard  to  ministers,  as  it  has  never  been  found  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  the  church  that  they  should  be  supported  out  of  any  sort  of 
general  revenues.  It  may  still  be  doubted,  however,  whether  they  hold 
good  of  Missionaries.  And  on  what  ground  can  thc}^  be  considered  an 
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exception  to  the  general  rule  ?  Was  tlse  gift  imparted  by  the  Thessa- 
lonians  to  Paul,  less  productive  of  good  that  he  was  not  their  stated 
pastor,  but  a  labourer  at  large,  and  then  engaged  in  another  and  re¬ 
mote  portion  of  the  vineyard  of  Christ?  It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that 
the  cases  of  ministers  and  missionaries  differ,  because  the  former  enjoy 
daily  converse  with  the  flocks  maintaining  them,  from  which  the  latter 
are  excluded.  Now,  that  intercourse  is  a  strong;  bond  of  connexion  as 
well  as  maintenance,  is  readily  conceded.  But,  what  kind  of  reasoning 
would  it  be,  to  affirm,  that  as  the  one  bond  is  broken  necessarily,  the 
other  should  be  broken  unnecessarily,  and  that  as  we  cannot  have  both, 
it  is  better  to  have  neither  ?  Surely  the  inevitable  loss  of  one  endearing 
tie,  only  strengthens  the  obligation  to  preserve  and  cherish  those  which 
remain.  The  objection  then  is  futile  even  upon  its  assumed  ground, 
that  congregations  cannot  hold  intercourse  with  their  missionaries.  But 
this  assumption  is  true  only  in  a  very  narrow  sense.  Personal  inter¬ 
views,  after  the  departure  of  the  missionary  to  his  sphere  of  exertion, 
would  of  course  be  unattainable.  But  is  there  no  other  channel  for  the 
interchange  of  sympathies?  The  congregation  might  at  all  events  see 
their  missionary  before  he  went  abroad,  might  hear  him  preach,  might 
perhaps  witness  his  ordination  in  their  own  place  of  worship.  And,  after 
bidding  him  adieu,  would  they  not  be  reminded  ofhim  by  the  public  pray¬ 
ers  of  their  pastor  in  his  behalf,  and  by  his  own  letters  to  them,  written 
expressly  for  themselves  ?  The  advantages  of  the  plan  increase  upon  us. 
The  point  last  noticed  suggests  that  such  communications,  addressed  to 
congregations  bj^  their  own  missionary,  would  be  like  life  from  the  dead 
to  their  devotional  meetings.  The  announcement  that  such  epistles  had 
been  received,  and  would  be  read,  could  not  fail  to  stimulate  interest, 
and  thus  enlarge  the  attendance  and  invigorate  all  the  proceedings. 
But  what  if  the  intelligence  should  be  of  a  disheartening  character  ? 
What  if  the  missionary  should  not  be  so  successful,  or  even  so  faithful,  as 
was  fondly  anticipated?  This  is  a  very  reasonable  supposition,  and  the 
objection  which  it  embodies  ought  to  be  deliberately  weighed.  Where 
unfaithfulness  may  exist,  it  is  good,  we  think,  that  some  should  be  pecu¬ 
liarly  interested  in  detecting  its  indications ;  and  if  the  jealous  vigilance 
of  a  congregation  should  thus  lead  to  the  removal  of  a  disqualified  mis¬ 
sionary,  who  would  otherwise  have  escaped  especial  scrutiny,  a  tem¬ 
porary  irritation  may  be  occasioned,  but  a  very  great  service  will  be 
rendered  to  the  cause  of  missions.  Where  faithfulness  is  not  doubted, 
and  success  only  is  withheld,  it  is  not  found  in  the  history  of  missions 
that  Christians  on  this  account  withdraw  or  even  diminish  their  con¬ 
tributions.  How  many  societies  have  been  steadfastly  upheld  through 
years  of  such  discouragement  ?  And  it  may  be  expected  that  congrega- 
tionswould,  in  a  particular  maimer,  sympathise  with  their  devoted,  assidu¬ 
ous,  but  unsuccessful  missionary,  and  tell  him  not  to  fail  or  be  dejected, 
as  if  they  were  querulous  or  impatient,  for  by  all  his  diflEiculties  and  dis¬ 
appointments,  they  were  only  the  more  stimulated  in  their  prayers  to 
God  for  him.  What  a  strong  ground  of  appeal  to  their  hearers,  would 
such  a  case  afford  also  to  ministers ;  what  a  powerful  occasion  for  urg¬ 
ing  inquiry  into  their  own  work,  lest  the  sin  should  lie  at  their  door, 
and  their  missionary  should  be  suffering  for  their  sakes  I  If  the  mission¬ 
ary’s  communications  should,  on  the  other  hand,  bring  good  tidings  from 
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afar  country,  then  the  congregation  would  be  cheered  by  the  blessing  be¬ 
stowed  on  their  liberality.  There  would  be  no  uncertainty  in  tracing 
the  instrumentality  of  the  good  accomplished.  The  congregation  would 
see  distinctly  that  God  had  established  the  work  of  their  hands  upon 
them — that  the  work  of  their  hands  he  had  established  it ;  and  would  be 
prompted  to  exclaim,  “  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us,  w'hereof 
we  are  glad.” 

The  additional  interest  thus  felt  by  congregations  in  the  cause  of 
missions,  from  the  fact  of  supporting  their  own  missionaries,  would  cer¬ 
tainly  display  itself  in  augmented  exertions.  If  the  funds  were  hence 
doubled,  so  w^ould  the  number  of  missionaries ;  and  who  w  ould  attach 
little  importance  to  the  vast  increase  of  labourers  thus  brought  into  the 
harvest  ?  How  beautiful  would  it  be  to  see  all  our  larger  congregations 
sending  forth  severally  their  own  heralds  to  proclaim  in  lands  of  Pagan¬ 
ism  the  everlasting  gospel,  and  our  smaller  congregations  joining  hand 
in  hand,  by  tens  or  twenties,  to  promote  the  same  blissful  undertaking, 
and  happily  exemplifying  attachment  to  one  another,  with  compassion 
for  the  perishing  !  Would  not  a  new  occasion  be  thus  afforded  for  the 
saying,  the  Lord  gave  the  word,  and  great  was  the  company  of  those 
that  published  it  ? 

These  remarks  relate  mostly  to  the  beneficial  tendency  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  plan  as  respects  congregations.  Its  influence,  however,  would 
be  no  less  happy  as  respects  the  missionaries.  Every  one  who  has  read 
anything  of  their  history,  or  at  all  considered  their  circumstances,  must 
be  aware  that  they  are  strongly  tempted  to  sink  in  dejection.  Friend 
and  acquaintance  are  removed  far  from  them.  They  are  surrounded 
by  heathens,  who  are  strangers  alike  to  their  persons  and  sympathies. 
Day  by  day  they  deliver  their  instructions,  but  none  appear  to  be  con¬ 
verted  or  even  impressed.  The  only  effect  of  the  missionary’s  labour 
seems  to  be  the  exhaustion  of  his  own  frame,  wasted,  it  may  be,  by  a 
sultry  climate,  as  well  as  fruitless  endeavours.  Thus  placed,  he  is  ready 
to  be  overwhelmed  by  a  sense  of  solitude  and  desertion,  and  the  trial 
is  consummated  when  the  fear  comes  over  his  mind,  that  these  discourage¬ 
ments  abroad  are  too  probably  associated  with  forgetfulness  at  home. 
The  life  of  Henry  Martyn  is  a  prolonged  and  melancholy  proof  of  the 
truth  of  these  observations.  But,  let  a  missionary  so  situated,  receive 
from  Christian  friends  across  the  world,  who  are  immediately  interested 
in  his  well  being,  friendly  communications,  breathing  the  spirit  of  un¬ 
feigned  and  unfading  affection  ;  let  him  receive  regularly  for  his  main¬ 
tenance  such  a  gift  as  Paul  got  in  Thessalonica  from  the  Philippians, 
showing  on  the  part  of  the  donors,  not  merely  that  their  interest  in 
missions,  but  that  their  care  of  him,  still  flourished,  and  we  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  a  fitter  means  for  renovating  his  fainting  soul — for  impelling  him 
to  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

It  is  time  we  now  quit  this  department  of  the  subject,  and  inquire. 

Secondly,  Into  the  desirableness  of  the  Synod  taking  the  oversight  of 
the  missionaries.  The  congregations  engaged  in  this  w’ork  and  labour 
of  love,  might,  besides  maintaining  distinct  funds,  have  formed  them¬ 
selves  into  Missionary  Societies,  and  retained  in  their  own  hands  the 
entire  management.  This  line  of  proceeding,  however,  wmuld  have  been 
liable  to  serious  objections.  It  is  to  be  regretted  when  measures  for 
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extending  the  gospel  are  unnecessarily  dissociated  from  our  church 
courts,  as  a  chasm  is  thus  made  between  the  best  feelings  of  our  people 
and  their  ecclesiastical  constitution.  The  courts,  too,  assume  a  too  ex^ 
clusively  judicial  aspect,  as  if  they  existed  only  for  the  suppression  of 
error,  and  not  for  the  diffusion  of  truth — as  if  they  were  the  proper  resort 
in  all  cases  of  contention  and  scandal,  but  were  not  to  be  thought  of  in 
efforts  for  the  evangelization  of  the  world.  Promiscuous  societies  too 
are  but  indifferently  fitted  to  supply  this  lack  of  service  on  the  part  of 
the  church’s  judicatories.  Is  it  not  rather  incongruous,  that  those  who 
have  no  ecclesiastical  office  should  hold  ecclesiastical  authority,  and 
should  without  ordination  prescribe  the  law  to  ordained  office-bearers  ? 
This  is  no  speculative  point.  In  the  history  of  some  societies,  it  has 
operated  as  a  great  practical  evil.  Missionaries  have  refused  to  comply 
with  recommendations  transmitted  to  them,  on  the  declared  grounds 
that  the  framers  of  these  enactments  had  no  ecclesiastical  power ;  and  the 
collision  thus  induced,  has  shaken  societies  to  their  very  foundation. 
Add  to  all  this,  that  a  number  of  separate  associations,  acting  like 
scattered  elements,  could  not  possibly  be  so  efficient  as  if  they  were 
gathered,  and  cherished,  and  directed  by  one  competent  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  authority. 

These  points  cannot  be  made  clearer  by  dilating  upon  them.  And 
we  may  now"  then  consider,  in  conclusion, 

The  practicability  of  uniting,  in  harmonious  co-operation,  congrega¬ 
tional  support  and  Synodical  superintendance. 

From  this  combination  some  manifest  advantages  would  result.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  Synod  Missions  will  become  shortly  very  comprehen¬ 
sive.  Now,  it  is  impossible  that  any  one  committee  could  overtake  all 
the  detail  of  investigation  and  correspondence  wffiich  would,  in  such  a 
case,  be  indispensable  to  efficiency.  It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  their 
number  could  be  increased  as  necessity  demanded.  But  a  ver}"  large 
committee  is  not  found  to  be  the  most  vigorous,  and  it  often  becomes  in 
fact  peculiarly  feeble,  for  each,  trusting  to  his  numerous  allies,  is  inope¬ 
rative  himself.  If,  however,  many  congregations  w"ere,  through  their 
more  energetic  members,  obtaining  all  requisite  information  respecting 
spheres  and  agents,  then  the  Synod’s  committee  would  be  chiefly  oc¬ 
cupied  in  legislating  on  intelligence  furnished  to  their  hands.  Congre¬ 
gations  would  hence  feel,  likewise,  that  the  Synod’s  missions  w^ere  their 
missions,  and  while  this  consideration  would  stimulate  their  energies,  it 
would  induce  them,  in  cases  of  supposed  mismanagement,  to  share  the 
blame  between  the  Synod  and  themselves.  The  conjunction,  in  short, 
would  blend  sub-division  of  labour  and  comprehensiveness  of  operation. 
Each  of  these  is  essential  in  its  place — the  one  securing  individual  in¬ 
terest,  and  the  other  concentrated  strength. 

But  objections  may  be  urged  which  it  is  proper  to  examine. 

And,  first,  it  may  be  thought  that  the  proposal  embodies  something 
like  an  affronting  interference  with  the  Synod’s  committee.  To  this  it 
might  be  replied,  that  single  members  of  our  courts  and  congregations, 
have  their  own  rights  and  duties,  which  committees  are  appointed  to 
assist  and  not  to  supersede.  But  the  objection  falls  otherwise  by  self- 
contradiction.  Those  originating  the  proposal  must  have  known  that  it 
would  be  laid  by  the  Synod  before  its  committee  appointed  on  such 
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matters,  and  if  then  the  unsuspecting  trust  evinced  by  the  application 
was  respectful  to  the  Synod,  it  was  still  more  so  to  the  committee,  to 
whose  deliberations  it  must  of  necessity  be  more  particular  ly  entrusted. 
Still  it  may  be  objected,  that  though  no  affront  was  conveyed  or  intend- 
ed  to  the  Committee  of  Synod,  the  scheme  involves  a  mixture  of  go¬ 
vernment  incompatible  with  peaceable  working.  It  exhibits  authority 
within  authority,  or,  in  technical  language,  presents  an  imperium  in  im- 
perio,  and  so  must  entail  endless  discord  and  confusion.  To  this  the 
reply  is  sufficient,  that  the  propounders  of  the  measure  under  consider¬ 
ation,  claim  no  separate  or  collateral  jurisdiction.  They  crave  the  li¬ 
berty  only  of  suggestion,  and  leave  legislation  wholly  to  the  Synod.  Pro¬ 
posals,  and  the  grounds  of  them,  will  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Missions,  and  if,  with  their  recommendation,  they  should  be 
adopted  by  the  Synod,  well ;  otherwise  the  congregations  will  be  glad 
to  accommodate  their  efforts  to  any  line  of  exertion  deemed  preferable  by 
those  who  are  over  them  in  the  Lord.  Indeed,  they  would  esteem  it  ad¬ 
vantageous  that  the  Synod  made  the  first  movement  selecting  a  desirable 
field,  and  then  they  would  exert  themselves  simply  to  second  this  move¬ 
ment  by  augmenting  the  number  of  missionaries  on  the  post  already  se¬ 
lected.  It  has'been  said,  however,  that  the  experience  of  the  London 
Missionary  Society,  on  this  point,  is  against  the  working  of  the  system, 
that  for  a  time  they  had  missionaries  supported  by  individuals  and  con¬ 
gregations,  and  that  the  missionaries,  in  such  cases,  appealed  when  dis- 
putes  arose  from  the  Society,  to  the  persons  or  associations  supporting 
them.  This  statement  of  fact  may  be  very  true,  but  its  transference  to 
the  case  in  hand  is  by  no  means  decisive.  There  is  an  essential  differ¬ 
ence  between  a  promiscuous  society,  whom  neither  missionaries  nor 
congregations  regard  as  invested  with  any  power  except  what  results 
from  human  arrangement,  and  a  Synod  whose  scriptural  sway  is  on  all 
sides  admitted  and  respected.  The  missionary,  in  fact,  could  not  but  be 
aware  that  to  appeal  from  such  a  court  would  be  sheer  folly,  as  both  he 
and  the  congregations  were  responsible  to  it  for  their  proceedings,  and 
to  act  such  a  part  would  be  tantamount  to  a  forfeiture  of  his  appoint¬ 
ment  and  his  license.  In  this  province  there  seems  little  cause  for  ap¬ 
prehending  danger. 

Another  objection  is,  that  the  scheme  is  chargeable  with  extravagance, 
and  that  though  congregations,  in  the  excitement  of  novelty,  may  pre¬ 
sent  such  proffers  to  the  Synod,  yet  they  may  eventually  fall  from  them, 
and  then  the  Synod  will  be  involved  in  the  consequences.  In  this 
reasoning  there  is  a  misapprehension  of  facts.  The  scheme  depends 
for  its  subsistence  on  nothing  unusual.  Several  congregations,  such  as 
Broughton  Place  and  Rose  Street,  are  at  present  contributing  as  much 
annually  to  the  Synod’s  Mission  funds  as  would  be  sufficient  to  sup¬ 
port,  in  connection  with  each,  a  missionary  in  such  spheres  as  Caffraria, 
or  the  South  Sea  Islands.  A  number  of  other  congregations  are  already 
tendering  such  an  amount  of  collections  and  subscriptions,  that  very  few 
of  them  would  require  to  unite  to  maintain  their  missionary. 

The  proposal  then  is  not  suspended  on  the  amount  of  funds,  but  on 
the  mode  of  their  application.  At  the  same  time,  the  amount  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  increased,  for  as  congregations  will  give  more  to  support 
their  own  ministers,  than  the  ministers  of  others,  so  will  they  to  support 


Synodj  at  its  last  Meeting-^  relating  to  Foreign  Missions.  7 

their  own  missionaries.  Suppose,  however,  that  more  were  asked,  and 
without  any  new  stimulus,  from  churches  of  the  saints,  for  the  extension 
of  the  gospel,  would  this  be  a  certain  condemnation  of  the  proposal  ? 
Has  Christian  liberality  attained  its  ultimatum  ?  We  are  immeasurably 
short  of  what  the  Jews  did  under  a  darker  economy,  still  farther  short 
of  what  the  Apostles  and  primitive  Christians  exemplified.  What  shall 
w^e  say  then  of  the  example  of  Christ,  who  has  given  not  only  the  riches 
of  the  universe,  but  himself  for  us,  and  of  the  measureless  necessities  of 
a  perishing  world?  Truly,  as  the  passing  shower  to  the  deluge  that 
covered  the  earth,  when  the  windows  of  heaven  and  the  fountains  of 
the  great  deep  were  opened,  so  is  Christian  beneficence  now  to  what  it 
shall  be  before  the  world  shall  be  encompassed  with  the  waters  of  salva¬ 
tion.  But  that  day  of  disinterestedness  has  not,  we  may  be  told,  as  yet 
arrived,  and  the  question  is,  not  what  Christians  should,  but  what  they 
will  in  the  meantime  perform?  The  distinction,  we  reply,  is  one  whicli 
ought  not  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  overseers  of  the  church.  It  is  not 
their  business  to  bring  down  Scripture  to  an  imperfect  sense  of  duty, 
but  to  exalt  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  standard  of  Scripture.  Jesus  will 
not  allow  us  to  make  experiments  with  his  service,  and  if  we  succeed  in 
part,  then  serve  him  more  largely  ;  for  we  must  look  at  promises  and  not 
appearances,  and  set  out  on  the  principle  of  following  him  fully.  We 
are  to  meditate  on  the  Scriptures,  that  we  may  observe  to  do  according 
to  all  that  is  written  therein,  for  then  shall  we  make  our  way  prosperous, 
and  then  shall  w^e  have  good  success. 

But  then,  the  Synod  may  be  involved  in  difficulties  and  expenses. 
Perhaps  congregations  may  transport  missionaries  to  foreign  climes, 
and  do  no  more,  and  leave  the  Synod  to  bring  them  home  again.  The 
present  system,  it  may  be  replied,  is  more  chargeable  with  this  danger 
than  the  proposed  plan.  Congregations  presently  contributing  about 
L.lOO  annually,  are  under  no  pledge  to  continue  such  contributions, 
and  what,  if  from  any  cause  they  should  be  discontinued,  and  mission¬ 
aries  engaged  in  the  faith  of  them  should  thus  be  left  unprovided  for  ? 
But,  if  a  congregation,  or  a  body  of  the  congregation,  come  under  pledge 
to  a  missionary,  and  the  missionary  choose  to  trust  their  willingness  and 
ability,  (just  as  pastors  are  presently  secured  of  their  support  by  their 
flocks,  and  not  the  Synod,)  then  all  the  hazards  lie  between  these  parties  ; 
and  congregations,  who  cannot  persevere  in  their  purpose,  are  bound  to 
retreat  honourably.  That  they  will  in  many  cases  act  this  creditable 
part,  is  certain.  But,  suppose  that  in  some  cases  they  should  not,  the 
Synod  will  still  be  drawing  triennial  collections  from  all  our  churches, 
and  these  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  meet  occasional  embarrassments. 
There  are  yet  one  or  two  objections  which  may  be  very  briefly  noticed. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  congregational  funds  will  militate  against  the 
Synod’s  funds.  That  is,  saying  in  other  words,  the  proposal  may  suc¬ 
ceed  so  well  as  to  induce  its  general  adoption.  But  the  congregational 
funds  will  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  Synod  funds,  since  they  will  be 
devoted  to  the  support  of  the  Synod’s  Missionaries — Missionaries  train¬ 
ed,  licensed,  ordained,  and  superintended  by  the  Synod.  Finally,  it  may 
be  urged,  that  the  Synod  Missions  are  comparatively  new,  and  might 
have  been  allowed  a  longer  trial  before  they  were  distracted  by  innova¬ 
tions.  This  argument  will  turn  any  way.  Had  the  Missions  been 
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of  long  standing,  it  wOuId  then  have  assumed  a  use  and  \)ront  form  and 

age.  1  he  feet  is,  that  the  Synod  has  not  j^t  begun  a  strictly  Forei™ 
Mission,  and  now,  therefore,  is  the  time  for  makin|  every  effort  to  com¬ 
mence  It  with  the  greatest  advantage.  ^ 

tor^ett^^ntttol'-"  ‘o  the  Synod,  appears,  on  examination, 

to  rest  on  no  Utopian  figments.  Confronting  it  with  all  the  objections 

!ober'i^ess^®  *“  defensible  by  words  of  trith  and 

It  will  require,  however,  for  its  happy  working,  as  all  good  W'orks  re¬ 
quire,  the  exercise  of  sanctihed  affections.  The  spirit  that  was  in  Christ 

rnotheTandthrtf " “  ‘=‘’-'>P^'’®tion  of  congregations  with  one 

onob  tn’  “"‘^.'^'th  their  supreme  court.  Innocence  is  unsuspecting  ;  let 
each  then  evince  his  own  conscious  integrity  of  purpose  bv  resnecting 
the  intentions  and  exertions  of  his  brethren.  »  y  P  S 

The  plan,  like  all  others,  will  also  require  something  of  energy  in  its 

wm  tendTn  the  object  which  it  sets  before  Christians 

will  tend  in  no  small  measure  to  foster  this  vital  element  of  action.  We 

cannot  expect  that  the  Christian  world  should  put  forth  its  energies  to 
vanquish  trifles.  An  end  requiring  and  inviting  exertion,  must  be  pre¬ 
sented,  and  then  it  may  be  anticipated  exertion  will  not  be  withheld 
If  ever  we  were  summoned  to  devoted  effort,  we  are  now.  The  events  of 
providence  are  calling  us  as  with  the  sound  of  a  trumpet  to  the  help  of 
the  Lord,  and  these  calls,  like  those  of  Sinai’s  trumpet,  are  waxing  louder 
and  louder.  Against  prevalent  denial  and  ridicule,  we  are  required  to 
vindicate  the  innate  energy  of  the  gospel.  Churches  beyond  seas,  whose 
existence  was  scarcely  known  to  us  a  few  years  ago,  Ltrun  us  in  the 

beckon  to  us  to  follow.  Barriers 

Tnto  EvvnTTldrrv  removed,  and  wide  doors  opened 

f  fP*’  1  u  ’  ^''^'■y'vbere.  When  the  walls  of  Jericho  then 

have  fallen,  shall  we  not  enter  and  occupy ;  when  the  Red  Sea  is  divided 

souls  are^n!rW^-  ^  ‘bou  ?  God  is  commanding, 

eth  to  L  df  1^’  -irfb  '"?•  Wbat®«ever  thy  hand  then  find- 

eth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might,  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device  nor 

knowledge,  nor  wisdom,  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goest.  ’ 

ed  thnsp^m“‘*  P''“P°®®’  "■biob  has  been  more,  particularly  consider- 
cd,  those  ministers  and  congregations  who  have  already  engaged  in  it 

woildVrlfl  to"''"i''”"  Tf  exam, fie!  others 

it  rash^  Shidpnf^''^^  a  candid  examination,  and  not  rashly  pronounce 
nnF  •  V  ^  niay  advisably  be  deliberating  whether  they  w^ould 

with  affem-  ‘beinselves  to  missionary  labour  in  con^nection 

with  affectionate  congregations.  And  all  should  be  supplicating  the 

ApoilorwitPr*’  God,  who,  though  Paul  should  plant,  and 

Apollos  water,  can  alone  give  the  increase. 


